Hwy 40 Scenic Bypass

Petroglyphs e

California must have been an inlerest

g place i pre-Columbian nmes, 11 was

the most populated area on the continent
and the must diverse ethnically and lin

v, There were mine ling
Familics in the Sierma atone

Native Americans lelt us a record of their presence in the Donner Sum
area: petroglyphs, The pictures 1o the night are Donner Summit arca petro-
elyphs enhanced in black and white. Similar symbols are found in nany
places in the northern Sierra Nevada, usually on gemly sloping granite
slab

Just above this sign on the gramite slab, vou see a collecton of petroglyphs,
This is an estensive petroglyph site that contsms over 2000 mock art cle

ments, ingluding a bear track (see top photo), The petrogly phs here are hard

1o see bul fascinaning,

Archeologists esmmate that the petroglyphs in this area were nude 1500 (o
AO0H vears ago. They were created by pecking through the surface of the
laciated bedrock wsing a wol called a hammerstone. Most are geometnc
shapes = wavy lines, circles, and gigrags. Human and animal forms, such
as stick figures and deer or bear tracks, are less common, Although no one
knows what the petroglypis mean. many people beliove they have a spir
tual or ceremontal significance

Ancestors of the Washo People created these petroglyphs. Like all Great
Basin Indians. they were nomodic. The Washo traveled all over the Sierma.
andd vsed Donner Pass as a comdor Tor iravel 1o and from Lake Tahoe.
Sdapted 1o Nife an the Great Basin and the Sierra, they made annual rounds
hunting game, gathenng and trading food, clothing materials, salt and ob-
sidian. They prabably camed dried trout and pine nuts 1o eat and they
would have hunted,

I'he rock ant sites are cxposed to the harsh environment of the
high Sierma. The natural process of exfolinion (pecling away of
layers of rock due 1o the freceing and expansion of water) is at
work on Sierra granite. This leaves the petrogly phs fragile and
villnerable to destrection. To preserve these sacred svmbaols:

Walk around, pot on, the petroglyphs

Dot manke rubbings or racings-this wears away the rock surface.
Leave rocks. plants and anilacts where they e

And of course remove your trash

Someday the petroglyphs will be gone and along with them will go the tan
eible record of the st visitors 0 Donner Summil.

There are many 2ood sources for infommation about the earliest visitors o
Dommer Sumimil as well as the rock carvings, A particularly good source is
Ancient Rock Carvings of the Central Sierra by Willis Gortner, You have
1o be really Iucky to sce a copy sinee it's out of print - bul you may run inio
seumeone with @ copy
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Things to do right here

Walk up 1 Rainbow Bridge and admire the view

Hike 10 the 1op of ML, Stephens just nonh of Rainkbow Bridge,

Watch the rock elimbers on the different rock walls, The Summit is a
desination for rock climbers,

I'rce the Lincoln highway and walk the route. 1t is the road cot vou
see above, Go up through the underpass and then through the tmin un
nel - the orginal Tunnel & built in 1867 For the transcontimental ralrosd.

Il wou are even more ambitions, 2o o the Summit and take the first left
after the Alpine Skills Institute. Go down o the wrm amd park. To the
left is a trailhead For the Pacific Crest Trail which you can take. Turn
offs will lead you (o the tops of Mits, Donner and Judah for spectacular
views, From Donner you can look 1K feet straight down o Donner
Lake




