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The First Visitors

Native Americans occupied Summit Valley in summers
for thousands of years. They came to escape the Nevada
heat and to trade with California Indians. The evidence of
their presence is in many places.

The Origins

In the beginning, jungles and crocodiles

Fifty million years ago there was no Sierra. There was
no Summit Valley. There were jungles and crocodiles
in the tropics of Nevada and Nevada had not yet been
named. North America met the Pacific Ocean in what
is now eastern California. Our Sierra, Summit Valley
and Van Norden Meadow, sat under the sea.
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Dozens of mortars (below) dot the valley, each ground
over centuries into the Sierra granite. There are also ‘
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metates (large grinding areas on flat surfaces), cupules
(small depressions made possibly for mystical activities),
and petroglyphs. There are thousands of basalt flakes left
over from the fashioning of atlatl and spear heads.
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Tectonics
The Pacific Ocean sits atop the Pacific Tectonic Plate
which is continually in motion. It slid under the Conti-

nental Plate in a process called subduction. That sub- The Martis culture (2000 B.C or earlier to 600 A.D.) lived
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As the mountains rose rain from the natural weather three passes at Donner Summit are the lowest of the emigrant passes but still they were hard and steep and rocky. s ; = 'E £ .2
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Glaciers

After millions of years the Sierra range was
almost complete but there was still one more
episode which would form the range and the
meadow into what we see today. As the Sierra
rose precipitation turned to snow. Each year
some snow would not melt. More snow fell
compressing the snow that was there. Eventu-
ally glaciers formed thousands of feet thick. The
South Yuba glacier was 25 miles long.
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The glaciers’ great weight, grinding downbhill,
scoured peaks of the rock overlaying the batho-
lith and carved glacial valleys, river channels,
and basins. The flowing glaciers followed the
existing river channels. Summit Valley, the
source of the Yuba River on Donner Summit, is
one such valley.
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The large granite rocks scattered over Summit
Valley and into which the Native American
ground mortars, are called glacial erratics. They
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imagination. original Emigrant Trail?
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location old ice house (ca 1870) Old sheepherder’s cabin Rock with many mortars - ca. 1846 from Lava Bluffs (today Soda Springs Ski E
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was no life. The Summit Valley was barren.
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